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Once you go you know 
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Women in Africa have 

the highest risk of dying 

in pregnancy and 

childbirth 

in the world – and the 

lowest proportion of 

births attended by skilled 

health 

workers. 

 

 In some countries the 

risk is as high as 1 in 14 

across her lifetime; she 

is more likely to die in 

childbirth than to go to 

secondary school. The 

risk is 

greatest for the poorest 

women. 

Data source: 

WHO/UNICEF/UNFP

A/World Bank. 

Trends in Maternal 

mortality 

1990 to 2008 (2010) 
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Source: State of the World’s Mothers Report 2013 
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ICM Three Pillars  
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“Education is  

the most powerful  

weapon which you  

can use to change the world”.  

 

 

Nelson Mandela  

6 

Education  ◦  Education ◦  Education 
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Leadership: Servant & Partner 

Engaging Members  
• Genuine concern 
• Enabling 
• Accessible 
• Encouraging questions 

Engaging the 
organisation 
• Inspire others 
• Focused team effort 
• Being decisive 
• Support a developing 

culture 

Moving forward 
together 
• Networks 
• Shared vision 
• Resolve complex 

issues 
• Facilitate change 

sensitively 

Core values  
 

• acting with 
integrity 

• Honesty & 
consistent 
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Second Global Midwifery Symposium  
Joint Declaration May 2013 
 

• Invest… 

 

• Educate… 

 

• Deploy in the right places… 

  

• Be woman centred… 

 

• Regulate… 

  

• Support… 

 

• Improve the evidence…  



www.internationalmidwives.org 

I found – and it was not 
a finding I had expected 
– that wherever (there 
was) a system of 
maternal care . . .  based 
on trained . . . and 
respected midwives . . . 
maternal mortality was 
at its lowest.     
 
I cannot think of an 
exception to that rule.    
(Loudon 1992) 
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The Midwife Effect 
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Midwives can prevent up to 
60% of maternal deaths when 
they are educated, competent 
and authorized to practice to 
the full scope – during 
pregnancy, childbirth and the 
post-partum period – identify 
and immediately manage 
complications in pregnancy and 
make suitable and timely 
referrals.  (UNFPA) 
 

Midwives are an investment in 
the health of mothers, their 
newborn, the community and a 
nation (Helen de Pinho)  
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The Midwife Effect 
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Afri - Africa unite, yeah!  
Unite for the benefit (Africa unite) for the benefit 
of your people!  
Unite for it's later (Africa unite) than you think!  
Unite for the benefit (Africa unite) of your 
children!  
Unite for it's later (Africa uniting) than you think!  
Africa awaits (Africa unite) it's creators!  
Africa awaiting (Africa uniting) it's Creator!  
Africa, you're my (Africa unite) forefather 
cornerstone!  
Unite for the Mothers (Africa uniting) of your land  
Unite for the newborns (Africa unite) a yard! 

Bob Marley 

Africa Unite 
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African Midwives Unite 
 

How good and how pleasant it would be 

before God and man  

 

To see the unification of all midwives,all 

sage-femmes yeah.  

 

As it's been said a'ready, let it be done!  



www.internationalmidwives.org 

Asanta sana 
Thank you 
International Confederation of Midwives 

Laan van Meerdervoort 70 
2517AN, The Hague 
The Netherlands 

Telephone +31 (0)70 3060 520  
Fax +31 (0)70 3555 651 
Email info@internationalmidwives.org 
www.internationalmidwives.org 


